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Purpose 

1. This paper provides background information about the surveys distributed to users of 

financial statements and other stakeholders and includes copies of the surveys in 

Appendix A and Appendix B. 

2. This paper is for information purposes only.  

Background 

3. On 31 October 2024 we launched two surveys—for users of financial statements and 

for other stakeholders—to obtain feedback on the information about intangibles 

currently provided in financial statements and on the problem to be solved in the 

Intangible Assets project, the scope of the project and the approach to work. 

4. The surveys were designed to be completed within 20 minutes. They mostly 

comprised closed-ended multiple-choice and rating questions. Some multiple-choice 

questions permitted a respondent to make only one selection from a list of options, 

others permitted a respondent to select more than one option from the list. In addition, 

we had some open-ended questions to allow stakeholders to explain their responses. 

https://www.ifrs.org/
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5. In reporting the results of the surveys in Agenda Papers 17C and 17D, percentages are 

rounded to the nearest whole number. This introduces minor rounding errors, meaning 

that some charts do not sum to exactly 100%. When summarising responses to 

multiple-choice questions permitting respondents to select more than one option, a 

total number of responses adds up to more than 100%. 

6. The choice and drafting of individual questions were informed by the staff’s pre-

October 2024 research and consultations on the project. In particular: 

(a) the question on the problem to be solved in the project reflected the main 

themes from stakeholder feedback summarised in October 2024 Agenda 

Paper 17. We also included an option for a respondent to say that there is no 

pressing issue in relation to information about intangibles and the financial 

statements provide sufficient information for investment decisions—if that 

option was selected, this took the respondent to the end of the survey. 

(b) the questions on the scope and the priority of topics were based on the initial 

list of topics that the IASB could explore in the project, which we developed 

based on the feedback on the Third Agenda Consultation and other research 

(see Appendix A of Agenda Paper 17A). For the surveys, we separated topics 

related to the scope from other topics. We also reduced the number of topics 

by grouping some of them to make it easier for respondents to choose their top 

three topics. 

(c) the question on the approach was based on the possible project approaches that 

we developed for the purpose of facilitating discussion and seeking feedback 

from stakeholders (see Appendix B of Agenda Paper 17A). In our initial 

consultations on the project stakeholders often commented on the early 

evaluation and phased approaches together in comparison to the all-in-one 

approach, so for the surveys we asked stakeholders whether they would prefer 

the IASB to address all the aspects in a single project or to prioritise the topics. 

7. The survey also sought to obtain more granular information on how information about 

intangibles is currently provided and used, including: 

https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/meetings/2024/october/iasb/ap17-intangible-assets-feedback.pdf
https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/meetings/2024/october/iasb/ap17-intangible-assets-feedback.pdf
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(a) how useful financial statements are as a source of information on intangibles; 

(b) for what types of intangibles financial statements provide 

sufficient/insufficient information and what information is missing;  

(c) whether and how users adjust financial statements in relation to intangibles; 

and 

(d) what is the biggest constraint in providing information on intangibles.  

8. In the context of the surveys, we used the term ‘intangible assets’ to refer to items that 

are capitalised on the balance sheet in accordance with the requirements in IAS 38 

Intangible Assets and the term ‘intangibles’ to refer to all items, irrespective of 

whether they are capitalised, expensed or disclosed. We used these terms with the 

same meaning when summarising the feedback in Agenda Papers 17C and 17D.  

9. The surveys were published on the IFRS Foundation’s website and promoted to all 

stakeholders to encourage participation. The surveys closed on 30 November 2024. 
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Appendix A—User survey 
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Appendix B—General survey 
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